MIZORAM FISHERIES ACT, 2005

Bill No. 3 of 2002
Act No. 12 of 2005
Passed on 27.09.2005

An ACT
to provide for the protection, conservation and development of Fisheries in the State of
Mizoram.
Be it enacted by the State Legislative Assembly of Mizoram in the Fifty third
year of the Republic of India as follows.

CHAPTER-I
PRELIMINARY

Short title, l. (1) This Act may be called the Mizoram Fisheries Act, 2002.

Extent and

Commencement (2) It shall extend to the whole of the State of Mizoram
except the areas falling under the Autonomous District
Councils set up under the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution of India.

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the State
Government, may by notification in the Official Gazette
appoint and different dates may be appointed for
different areas.

Definitions 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires:-

(a) "closed season™ means such period as declared by the
Government so that breeding and spawning or migration
of fish are not hampered during that period and the fish
is allowed to breed at least once in its life time;

(b) "economic variety fish" means fishes having good
growth, good market value and good acceptability by the
consumers both in culture and capture fisheries;

(c) "fish™ includes finfish, shellfish and turtle in aU stages of
its life;

(d) "Fishery Officer" means Director of Fisheries and
includes any officer or class of officers empowered by
the State Government to act as Fishery Officer;

(e) "Fish Sanctuary™ means water bodies or a portion of the
water bodies where fish congregates for certain period of
the year either for breeding, migration or any other
purposes. as may be notified by the Government;
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(c) dimension, size of mesh and kind of nets or
fishing hooks to be used and manner of using
them and conditions under which they may be
used;

{d) use of more than one method of taking fish at
one time;

(e) prescription of the closed season for various
economic variety of fishes and that of
indigenous variety of fishes;

(f) such other matters as the Government may
deem proper for the better protection,
conservation and improvement of fisheries in
the State or in any specified areas within the
State.

(3) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid , as soon
as it is made, before the Mizoram Legislative
Assembly while it is in session for a total period of
seven days which may comprise in one session or in
two successive sessions and if, before the expiry of
the session it i1s laid, the Mizoram Legislative
Assembly agrees in making any modification in the
rule or the Legislative Assembly is of the opinion that
the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter
have effect in such modified form or be of no effect,
as the case may be.

Repeal and 16. On and from the commencement of this Act, the Lushai Hills
savings District Fisheries Act, 1953 shall stand repealed.

Provided that notwithstanding such repeal, anything
done or any action taken under the Act so repealed shall, in
so far as it is not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act,
be deemed to have been made or taken under this Act and
shall continue to be in force until superseded by anything
done or any action taken under the provisions of this Act.
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SCHEDULE
Description of offences compoundable under section 10.

Fishing with a net having a smaller mesh than that prescribed.

Killing or taking or selling or attempting to kill, take, or sell any fish of a
prohibited species during a closed season.

Fishing or attempting to fish with any method other than the prescribed
method.

Using at any one time more than one method of taking fish, when prohibited
under the rules made under this Act.

Fishing or attempting to fish in prohibited waters.

Offering or exposing for sale or barter of which is prohibited under section 7.



